
 
 

 

Magdalena Stern-Baczewska
Director, Music Performance Program

Dear Friends of the Music
Performance Program,

Hoping you continue to stay well
and safe, I am pleased to share the
February MPP newsletter with you.
Inside you will find the profile of
pianist Heather Chang, a Columbia
College senior majoring in
Neuroscience. Although in-person
events are still suspended, we invite

you to join us via Zoom for the Ingrid Jensen jazz masterclass, and
the student celebration of the Chinese New Year. If you missed any
of our previous newsletters, you may find the archive at this link. As
always, thank you for your friendship and support.
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What are your latest projects/passions? 

My latest goal is to take advantage of the fact that I am very fortunate to be in Taiwan at
the moment, where COVID is under control and life is pretty much normal. People can still
go to live concerts and take classes and music lessons in person. I am still thinking about
different project possibilities such as learning some new pieces and having a recording
session or maybe a small salon-type recital for friends and family.

How do you balance a busy academic schedule with practice time? Any tips?

It is definitely difficult to balance school and music. I have been trying to do it since high 
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What year are you at Columbia/Barnard 
and what are/will you be majoring in?

I am a senior in CC majoring in Neuroscience.
Throughout my years at Columbia, I considered
many different majors and concentrations such as
music! But ultimately, I decided to just focus on solo
piano and chamber music performance instead of
getting a degree in music. My hope is in the future I
would have a chance to combine my passion for
both neuroscience and music.

What have you learned from the pandemic?
How has it affected you?

I spent the first 6 months of the pandemic at home
in the Bay Area. I would say the biggest thing is I
spent a lot of time just being with myself and
thinking a lot about what I really value and would like to pursue in the future. I also spent a
lot of time listening to different kinds of music and exploring repertoire that I wasn’t
familiar with before. I definitely miss playing chamber music in-person with friends and
sight-reading while goofing around together too.



        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

f body text

school, so hopefully(!), I am a lot better at it now. What I typically do when I have a busy
schedule is to plan everything out for the week. For example, I would divide each day into
three parts- morning, afternoon, and night, and write down what I have to accomplish in
each part of the day such as what biology psets to finish or how many pages of Chopin I
have to learn. I would say, however, because classes are more difficult and there are a lot
more distractions (haha!) in college, it’s very important to stay focused and persistent.

What experience or piece made you first fall in love with music?

One life-changing experience I had with music is when I was invited to the 2015 YoungArts
Week in Miami as a classical music finalist. My experience at YoungArts really taught me to
push my creative boundaries and to think outside the box for different interdisciplinary
opportunities. On the first day, I was suddenly called on stage, alongside a dancer and an
actor, to perform impromptu. I improvised a Bach-Siloti prelude while the actor recited his
Macbeth monologue and the dancer glided elegantly in circles. The three of us thought
creatively on the spot and created something beautiful together. Throughout the week, I
bonded closely with my fellow musicians and was constantly inspired by how passionate
and talented they were. We played, discussed, and breathed music together. In this
process, I made life-long friends and realized how much I love music.

What are you next steps in life?

After I graduate from Columbia this spring, I will move back to the Bay Area and start
working in life science consulting. However, even with the long consulting working hours, I
will still be sure to play the piano whenever I can and keep up my music. :)

How has MPP helped you better study, live, or grow in your time at Columbia?

MPP has been such an important part of my time at Columbia, and I will miss it so much
when I graduate! Besides all the amazing classes and professors, it is a wonderful
community where I formed meaningful relationships and friendships. I also really
appreciate all the performance opportunities I got from MPP such as the annual Midday
concerts at Faculty House, recitals at Maison Francaise, and chamber music performances
at Carnegie Hall. Through MPP, I also got some valuable opportunities to play at special
events such as the Kosciuszko Foundation, following the lecture of renowned chemist
Krzysztof Matyjaszewski, and at the Columbia President’s House for Ruth Bader Ginsburg
following her 2018 Keynote Address.
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UPCOMING AUDITIONS

Richard & Brooke Kamin Rapaport 
Summer Music Performance 

FELLOWSHIP AUDITIONS!
**Attention Columbia College musicians!

 
Announcing a call for video submissions for the 2021 Richard and
Brooke Kamin Rapaport Summer Music Performance Fellowship! 

For more information visit:
https://mpp.music.columbia.edu/opportunities


