
 
 

 

As we enter the Spring, I want to thank you all for 
your continued interest and support for the student

musicians at Columbia University's Music
Performance Program. In this month's issue, we
congratulate the Columbia University Orchestra

(CUO) on the $1 million gift, and share the latest MPP
alumni and faculty updates. As always, you are

cordially invited to join us for
the March student concerts at Columbia's Faculty

House and Maison Française.
 

Magdalena Stern-Baczewska
Director,

Music Performance Program
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MEET OUR STUDENTS
 
 

FEATURING:  CC 2020 Guitarist, Dylan DelGiudice
             

             
            What year are you at Columbia/Barnard and what are you   
            majoring in?  I am a senior music major and sociology concentrator.

 

                                               How should a student at Columbia take advantage of all the  
                                                    musical offerings here?  The best way to take advantage of the musical   
                                                    offerings at Columbia is to simply play with as many people as you can, 
                 v                                 even people who seem to be outside the particular genre or community 
                                                    you play in. There are incredible musicians in the Music Performance    
                                                   Program, but they also are working around various clubs on campus, and
simply playing, composing and producing in their free time. More experience with other musicians can
never hurt you as long as you keep an open mind to their language and learn from them as much as you
can. The historical and ethnomusicological music classes in the department can help change the way you
think about music and what music does around the world and in social spaces. Whether you’re a music
major or not, I recommend them.

 

How do you balance a busy academic schedule with practice time? Any tips? I find that it’s best to 
find ways to enjoy practicing to the fullest so that when you do have some free time, you spend your time
practicing music for yourself even if you're not with your instrument. It’s extremely hard to practice your
instrument in a close, dedicated way at Columbia, but if you find everyday ways to practice your
musicianship, for example listening to music extremely attentively, practicing singing and ear training,
improvising with your instrument and/or your voice etc. Then you can still become a well-rounded
musician who can tackle whatever circumstances you’re put in.

 

What experience or piece made you first fall in love with music? There were many pieces that
helped me fall in love with music, but one of the first was Albert King’s live blues album Live Wire Blues
Power in about the 5th grade, which made me inspired to become a lead guitarist. A second album, which 
I listened to around the 7th grade, was Miles Davis’ Bitches Brew, which made me fall in love with jazz.
 

What is your pre and post concert routine?  I wouldn’t say I have much of a routine, but just double 
and triple check that you have everything you need for the show! After the show, I try to get to sleep.

 

How has MPP helped you better study, live, or grow in your time at Columbia?  MPP has been a great
resource for me to continue my love of playing music, even when my classes and focuses for the semester
were based elsewhere. They made it so that anytime I wanted to play music I could connect 
with a group of musicians and faculty who would help me grow. They also gave me the opportunity to 
play new instruments in musics from around the world that I never would have thought I would play. 
One of the best stress relievers at Columbia!



ORCHESTRA NEWS 

The Columbia University Orchestra has been given a transformational $1 million gift from an
anonymous donor. The donor requests that the gift be used for the CUO to perform in Alice
Tully Hall or another concert hall each semester for a major concert presentation. This gift will
fund the CUO in this regard for the next decade.
 
The gift will build upon and enhance the Columbia University Orchestra’s reputation as an
ensemble of great skill and purpose. Founded by composer Edward MacDowell in 1896, the
CUO is the oldest continually operating university orchestra in the United States. This gift will
be the cornerstone of an initiative to expose Columbia students to performing in the great
concert halls of New York City.
 
The generosity of the donor will impact generations of students at Columbia College, Barnard
College, College of Physicians and Surgeons, Earth and Environmental Engineering, General
Studies, Fu Foundation of Engineering and Sciences, School of International and Public Affairs,
School of the Arts, School of Professional Studies, and Teachers’ College. It will also build upon
the enduring legacy of Edward MacDowell to open new doors, new sounds, and new
experiences. Most importantly, it will provide experiences of a lifetime and the gift of music.



Leo Traversa spent 10 days in Bangkok in early February at Mahidol University and
Silpakorn University doing bass and rhythm section masterclasses with the
students. He brought the sounds of different African and world styles to their solid
 jazz departments as his clinics "5 Keys to World Music"  focused on African, Latin,
Caribbean and Brazilian music concepts and how to incorporate them into jazz, pop
and rock playing and songwriting. The faculty members were very welcoming and
helpful and the students were very enthusiastic.  While in the area, Leo also
reconnected with old friend and master percussionist, Steve Thornton, in Kuala
Lumpur. It was a great trip and he hopes to return in 2021.

FACULTY UPDATES

The Center for Jazz Studies in collaboration with The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Art
Gallery presents Romare Bearden’s "Sirens to Die For".  A talk by Robert O’Meally with
vocalists Christine Correa and Olivia Harris, bassist Kanoa Mendenhall, drummer
Dayeon Seok, and keyboardist Andrew Boudreau. This evening’s multiform
presentations reflect on Homer’s fatally alluring Sirens as refigured by the African
American painter Romare Bearden, whose Odysseus and musicians are people of
color.  Collaborating on Robert O’Meally’s talk on this subject will be vocalist
Christine Correa and her gathering of jazz voices and instrumentalists, performing
songs of political intervention and deep love - songs to die for. March 6, 2020 at
6:30pm at The Lantern, Lenfest Center for the Arts, 615 W. 129th Street NY, NY 10027.
The event is free and open to the public but registration is required.  Please contact
Yulanda McKenzie at ym189@columbia.edu or visit the Jazz Studies website for
registration info.

James Schlefer will be performing 2 exciting concerts in March.  These are
opportunities to hear unique music that beautifully merges Japanese and Western
instruments in new forms of chamber music:
DOUBLE SHAK! Thursday, March 12, 7:30PM, Soapbox Art Gallery, 636 Dean St.,
Brooklyn. A big welcome from Japan to Bruce Huebner, shakuhachi player
extraordinaire, for a duo shakuhachi concert.
KAMMERRAKU ANNIVERSARY II Sunday, March 29, 4:00PM Tenri Cultural Institute,
43A W.13th St., NYC.
 
Vince Cherico  will be performing  with The Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra, NYC
Birdland Jazz Club:  March 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
As well as with Mary Conklin Foster - The Peggy Lee Project @ Pangea, 178 Second
Ave, New York, NY  10003 on March 6th
And, with Vocal Mania, hosted by Janis Siegel & Lauren Kinhan, featuring a variety
of vocal guest artists NYC - Birdland Theatre, March 25.
 
 
 



Lety ElNaggar (CC'11) released "Quest" with her band Out Of
Nations to reflect a dream for a future world where humanity comes
before nationality. She and producer, arranger, and engineer Khalil
Chahine worked with a variety of musicians, singers, and visual
artists in Berlin, Cairo and Beirut to bring the project to life. “Quest”
is a 9-track album featuring music inspired by Middle Eastern, Latin,
Pop-Classic, Funk, Electronic, and Jazz genres. The band looks
forward to continue performing live throughout Europe and make
their way towards North America throughout summer and fall 2020.

ALUMNI UPDATES

Ben Rosenblum, (CC'16)  "Since I graduated Columbia in 2016,
I’ve been pursuing a full-time career as a jazz pianist and
accordionist, and I’m fortunate to have had many opportunities 
to share my music with audiences around the world. In 2017, I
released my first trio album, Instead, which received four stars in
Downbeat Magazine. Since this debut release, I’ve toured with my
trio multiple times in the Midwest, South, Northeast and West 
Coast, including highlight performances at Ravinia (Chicago),
Kuumbwa Jazz Center (Santa Cruz), the Jazz Corner (Hilton Head) 
and Mezzrow (New York City). The success of these tours led to 

another album, River City, in 2018, and to international performance opportunities - I’ve been able to
lead bands in Canada, Europe and Japan, including at Upstairs Jazz (Montreal), Bird’s Eye (Basel) and
the Himawari-No-Sato Concert Hall (Yokohama). I’ve also continued performing as a sideman with
other projects. With Astrid Kuljanic’s group, I’ve traveled to multiple music festivals in Croatia, Slovenia
and Serbia, and with Deborah Davis, I performed at the Blue Note in Beijing. Under the direction of
conductor Reona Ito, I had the privilege of being a featured soloist at Stern-Perelman auditorium at
Carnegie Hall. I’ve also continued to work with one of my closest mentors, bassist Curtis Lundy, and
through his band I’ve been fortunate to perform alongside jazz greats Bobby Watson, Sean Jones and
Warren Wolf, among others. Currently I’m working towards the release of my third album in the
summer of 2020, which will be the debut recording of my sextet, the Nebula project. The group is
influenced by my love of both jazz and global music genres and my desire to incorporate accordion
into straight ahead jazz, and features mostly original compositions. I was particularly excited to
perform with the sextet at the Jazz at Five festival in Madison this past summer, and I have
performances planned to coincide with the launch of the album this summer.



STUDENT UPDATES & CONCERTS

Cianna Bisant (CC '23) was very fortunate to receive
a full scholarship to Harold Rosenbaum's 5-day
Conducting Workshop through the MPP! "I learned
so much about conducting, rehearsal techniques,
and leading a choir, and I am excited to apply what I
know to my own ensembles and projects!"

Current Columbia-Juilliard Exchange jazz
pianist, Joe Block, (CC '21) will be bringing
his quintet to The Django Jazz Club in
TriBeCa on March 11th. The show will
feature Joe's original music, including
some brand new compositions. It is not
to be missed!
 

Henry Garrett Paul, (CC '22) will be performing with
his trio at Postcrypt on Friday, March 27 at 9:30pm,
featuring Henry on piano, Shaan Pandiri on bass,
and Michael Manasseh on drums.



MPP MARCH CONCERTS

MARCH 6 @ Maison Francaise

MARCH 13 @ Faculty House

MARCH 27 @ Faculty House

East Gallery, Buell Hall, 

64 Morningside Drive,
Garden Room 2

64 Morningside Drive, 
Garden Room 2

Robert Lotreck, 
Jazz Ensemble
 

Dylan DelGiudice,
Jazz Guitar

Kelsey Chin, Flute
 
 

116 Street Between B'way & Amsterdam



CONCERT NEWS 

MPP.MUSIC.COLUMBIA.EDU
#MPPMAGIC

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 
SPRING SEMESTER CONCERTS!


